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STATEMENT BY HON DR KWABENA TWUM-NUAMAH, MP .
FOR BEREKUM EAST CONSTITUENCY AND CHAIRMAN OF
HEAL TH COMMITTEE ON THE GLOBAL
COMMEMORA TION OF WORLD CANCER DAY

Mr Speaker
Thank you for the opportunity to make this statement on the floor of the
house in commemoration of the World Cancer Day which is
commemorated on the 4th of February every year. This year's
commemoration is under the theme "We can. I can" .

. Mr Speaker, the theme 'We can. I can' is based on the premise that
collectively we can fight cancer, as can we as individuals. The 'We can'
focusses on issues such as making the case for investing in cancer
control, building a quality workforce, shaping policy change and
creating healthy workplaces, schools and cities. The 'I can' focusses on
issues such as making healthy lifestyle choices which include exercising,
vaccination and eating fruits and vegetables, and understanding that
early detection saves lives .
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Mr Speaker this year's theme couldn't have been better owing to the
increasing importance of Non-Communicable Diseases in general and
Cancers in particular on both the global and local stages. Internationally,
NCDs have been captured in the sustainable development goals of the
United Nations ensuring that the highest level of political commitment
has been made to reducing NCDs including cancers. In Ghana, the
Ministry of Health has been playing the lead role through the NonCommunicable Diseases Control Programme and other stakeholders to
improve on cancer prevention and control. Ghana has developed cancer
treatment guidelines to guide the management of cancers in Ghana. In
recognition of Ghana's efforts at cancer prevention, the city of Kumasi
. was recently selected as the first in sub-Saharan Africa and the fourth in
the world after Cali in Columbia, Asuncion in Paraguay and Yangon in
Myanmar to undertake the city cancer challenge project where cities
lead in the prevention and control efforts for cancers. On this day, I wish
to congratulate the city of Kumasi for achieving this feat and to urge the
managers of the project to ensure that this project is successful, and the
lessons learnt shared with other cities in Ghana to improve our cancer
prevention and control efforts.

Mr Speaker, the NPP government recognizes the importance of cancer
prevention and control and hence this was captured in the manifesto of
the NPP in the 2016 elections. I wish to use this opportunity to also
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congratulate the honourable minister for health for pursuing this agenda
with all the attention it deserves.
Mr Speaker, while applauding our efforts so far, let me also humbly
request that more resources and attention be paid on cancer prevention
activities in Ghana especially on treatment of childhood cancers since
they are the future of the country. As we speak childhood cancer
treatment centres in Ghana are only available in Korle Bu and Komfo
Anokye Teaching Hospitals. Parents will have to travel long distances
with their diseased children before they can access health care. At the
minimum, government should ensure that the other two teaching
hospitals in Ghana; namely Cape Coast and Tamale Teachirig Hospitals
are all equipped to provide childhood cancer treatment care as quickly as
possible. Let me at this point commend highly the Dr Robert Mitchell
Memorial Foundation for their efforts in supporting government to
improve access to childhood cancer care by collaborating with the
University of Cape Coast School for Medical Sciences and Cape Coast
Teaching Hospital, to establish a satellite Paediatric Oncology Centre at
Jukwa in the Central Region.

Mr Speaker we must enforce the ban on smoking in public places as
smoking is a risk factor and a cause for several cancers notably lung
cancer. Let us also discourage harmful use of alcohol. We should
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encourage the population to. eat healthy diets rich in fruits and vegetables
and to regularly exercise to reduce their risk of canter. I wish to also
encourage the population to take up regular medical check-ups to ensure
early diagnosis of any cancer and other disease conditions.

Mr Speaker, I will also request that as a country we look at the issue of
vaccination of young girls against the Human Papilloma Virus (HPV)
. which causes Cervical Cancer. This vaccine is currently available
commercially and can prevent cervical cancer which is one of the very
few cancers that can be prevented by vaccination. We need to make a
firm decision on whether to include HPV vaccination in our national
immunisation programme as cervical cancer is estimated to be the
leading cause of cancer-related deaths among women in Ghana. We
need to support the service providers chiefly the Ghana Health Service
and other- health delivery institutions to provide preventive services for
cancers in Ghana. We also need to strengthen early diagnosis for cancers
by making these available at all levels of the health system. In so doing,
we can reduce the burden of cancers in Ghana and ensure a health
Ghanaian population.
Thank you Mr Speaker for the opportunity.

